
Rabbi Dr. Aryeh A. Frimer - A Short Biographical Sketch 

 Rabbi Dr. Aryeh A. Frimer is The Ethel and David Resnick Professor of 
Active Oxygen Chemistry and former Chemistry Department Chairman at Bar 
Ilan University.  He graduated Summa Cum Laude from Brooklyn College with a 
B.S. degree in Chemistry in 1969.  At the same time he received his Rabbinical 
Ordination from Rabbi Yehudah Gershuni zt”l, Yeshivat Eretz Israel, Brooklyn 
N.Y.  While a graduate student in organic chemistry at Harvard University, Rabbi 
Frimer was appointed Assistant Hillel Director, serving as Rabbi to the Harvard-
Radcliffe Orthodox Minyan from 1969-1974.  Upon completing his Ph.D. at 
Harvard, he made Aliyah becoming a Post-Doctoral Fellow at The Weizmann 

Institute of Science, before joining the faculty of Bar Ilan in 1975.  From 1990-2004 he also served as a 
Senior Research Associate at NASA's Glenn Research Center in Cleveland, Ohio.  Prof. Frimer has 
published more than 115 scientific articles, reviews and books in the area of active oxygen chemistry. 
 In addition to his scientific work, Rabbi Frimer has lectured on Judaism, Zionism and Jewish 
Identity for officer training courses of the Israel Defense Forces.  He has also published over 30 Torah 
articles and lectured internationally on various aspects of Jewish tradition and Halakha, but most 
prominently on Religious Zionism and the Status of Women in Jewish Law. 
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"The Status of Women in Halakhah - Women and Minyan", Aryeh A. Frimer, Or HaMizrach, 34, 69-86 
(5745/1985). (In Hebrew). 

“Women and Minyan,” Aryeh A. Frimer, Tradition, 23:4, 54-77 (Summer 1988). PDF File available 
online at: http://www.jofa.org/pdf/Batch%201/0019.pdf.  

“Women's Prayer Services: Theory and Practice. Part 1 - Theory,” Aryeh A. Frimer and Dov I. Frimer, 
Tradition, 32:2, pp. 5-118 (Winter 1998). PDF File available online at: 
http://www.jofa.org/pdf/Batch%201/0021.pdf. 

“Women’s Megillah Reading,” Aryeh A. Frimer, In “Traditions and Celebrations for the Bat Mitzvah,” 
Ora Wiskind Elper, Editor; Urim Publications: Jerusalem, 2003; pp. 281-304. PDF file available online 
at: http://www.mail-jewish.org/Women%27sMegillaReadingArticle.pdf.  

"Feminist Innovations in Orthodoxy Today: Is Everything in Halakha - Halakhic?" Aryeh A. Frimer, 
JOFA Journal, 5:2, pp. 3-5 (Summer 2004/Tammuz 5764). PDF file available online at: 
http://www.jofa.org/pdf/JOFASummerFinal1.pdf

“On Understanding and Compassion in Pesak Halakha – A Rejoinder,” Aryeh A. Frimer, JOFA Journal, 
5:3, p. 6 (Winter 2005/Tevet-Shvat 5765). PDF file available online at: 
http://www.jofa.org/pdf/JOFAWinter%20pdf.pdf. 

“Women in Community Leadership Roles in the Modern Period,” Aryeh A. Frimer, In “Afikei Yehudah - 
Rabbi Yehuda Gershuni zt’l Memorial Volume,” R. Itamar Warhaftig, ed., Ariel Press: Jerusalem, 5765 
(2005), pp. 330-354 (In Hebrew). HTML file available online at 
http://www.daat.ac.il/daat/mishpach/maamad/nashim-2.htm. 

“Guarding the Treasure: A Review of Tamar Ross, Expanding the Palace of the King –Orthodoxy and 
Feminism, Brandeis University Press, Waltham 2004, xxiv + 342 pp.,” A.A. Frimer, BDD - Journal of 
Torah and Scholarship, 18, English section, pp. 67-106 (April 2007). PDF file of the as published article 
available online at http://www.jofa.org/pdf/uploaded/1206-DQLN0171.pdf.  
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